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Wasaga Beach Provincial Park - 2016 Beach Maintenance Service Activities 

Background 

Wasaga Beach Provincial Park is a 1,844 hectare Recreational class park located on Georgian Bay. The 
park includes 14 kilometres of sand beach; the park’s beaches are considered ‘relict’ sand beaches in 
that there is no ‘new’ sand entering the system.  Coastal beach and dune ecosystems play an important 
ecological role in their surrounding communities including the protection of property from storms or high 
water events, wind erosion and drifting sand and nutrient cycling.  Maintaining an intact beach and dune 
ecosystem is the least costly way to maintaining a high quality recreational beach. 

Wasaga Beach has historically been a tourist destination; as a result, the beach was maintained in a 
manner focused on maximizing recreational opportunity. Since the Provincial Parks and Conservation 
Reserves Act, 2006 came into effect,  greater emphasis has been placed on ecological considerations 
and current beach raking patterns were developed to balance protection of natural heritage values with 
recreational opportunities and to acknowledge the diverse interests of park users and stakeholders. 

In order to balance protection of natural heritage values and recreational uses, maintenance requirements 
vary along the 14 kilometre beachfront. In some locations, beach vegetation is actively managed to 
enhance the recreation experience; in other locations the beach may be temporarily closed to protect 
nesting piping plovers; and other areas may require protection of freshwater dunes, wet meadows and 
coastal meadow marshes, or be inaccessible to beach maintenance equipment.  Specific direction for 
beach maintenance in Piping Plover habitat is covered in more detail later in this document.  

 Park operations are guided by the Park Master Plan (1978) which states that the beach will be 
maintained and further developed for traditional beach day use (swimming and sun bathing) for the 
people of southern Ontario.  “The Beach Area of the Park is comprised of nine units totalling 
approximately 350 acres and linked by 9.1 miles of fine sandy beaches and the waters of the 
Nottawasaga Bay. This part is designed to be an intensively used recreation park, developed to 
complement existing commercial and residential aspects of the resort town.” (Pg. 33.)  

Maintenance of the beach areas is achieved through a team that focuses on litter picking, beach raking, 
removal of garbage, repair of major erosion sites or holes created by beach visitors, removal of detritus or 
“black muck”, and removal of debris and dead waterfowl or other wildlife. This is accomplished by 
different service levels that reflect recreational pressures and the density of tourism and special event 
activities. 

Currently, during peak operating season (defined as the time period between the third Friday in June until 
Labour Day) vegetation is actively managed in beach areas that receive the highest visitation; this 
includes locations immediately adjacent to the provincial park areas and the municipal business area.  In 
locations that receive less visitation, natural vegetation is retained as a buffer along the back beach 
section while the area of beach at the water’s edge is maintained for recreation through active 
management.  Areas identified as Species at Risk habitat, freshwater dunes and sections of beach not 
accessible by maintenance equipment due to rocks or wet conditions are not raked but are regularly 
cleaned of hazards and litter by park staff.  

During the shoulder seasons (defined as the time period between the second Friday in May until the third 
Friday in June and from Labour Day until Thanksgiving), the beach areas are maintained as above with 
reduced frequency.  Much of the emphasis in spring is on cleaning the beachfront of winter storm debris 
such as trees, driftwood, old docks, etc. prior to an initial rake of all beach areas. Beach raking is then 
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initiated at a reduced frequency determined by a number of factors including the status of frost and 
melting snow and maintenance requirements in other areas of the park (i.e. public safety risks including 
fallen or hazard trees). As the provincial park areas are not all opened at the same time, beach 
maintenance activities are adjusted according to park opening dates.  

 

Generally park area opening dates are as follows: 

 Beach Area 1: April 1 to Thanksgiving 

 Beach Areas 2, 5, 6, Allenwood, & New Wasaga: Second Friday in May to Thanksgiving 

 Beach Area 3: Last Friday in April to Thanksgiving 

 Beach Area 4: Third Friday in June until Labour Day  

Beach maintenance is dynamic and is influenced by a number of factors including water levels, weather 
conditions, snow and frost melting conditions, visitation levels and staff and equipment resourcing.  As a 
result, regularly scheduled maintenance may be deferred in order to address public safety hazards or 
beach maintenance may be altered based on changing environmental or weather conditions. 

Beach Maintenance Service Activity Considerations 

Environmental Assessment 

 The Beach Maintenance Service Activities described in this document are considered projects 
that are subject to Class Environmental Assessment for Provincial Parks and Conservation 
Reserves (Class EA). 

 To meet the requirements of the Class EA, projects and activities are evaluated and assigned to 
a category based on the potential for negative environmental effects and public concern. 

 The majority of the beach maintenance service activities are considered to be Category A as per 
the list of projects in Appendix 2 of the Class EA.  This means the project can be implemented 
without further evaluation or public review and in accordance with relevant policies, procedures 
and standards.  

 

Water Levels 

 Over the past ten or more years there has been a trend towards low water levels at Wasaga 
Beach. Water levels on Georgian Bay were at an extreme low during the fall and winter of 
2012/2013. Levels rose marginally in 2014 and then significantly increased during the winter and 
through the summer of 2015. This created a need to remove additional vegetation from the 
beachfront in order to accommodate increased recreational pressures due to a warmer than 
average summer season. Change in water levels may also influence the distribution or 
significance of natural heritage values along the beach.  

 Both high and low water levels in Georgian Bay influence the beach maintenance program at 
Wasaga Beach Provincial Park. Low water levels result in a greater amount of beach to maintain 
while high water levels require the removal of additional beach vegetation to keep open sufficient 
beach area for recreational use. Emphasis remains on balancing recreation and protection of 
natural heritage values along the beachfront. 

 In the past, during periods of low water levels where the amount of beachfront significantly 
increased, provincial park staff made a decision to reduce raking in some areas in order to focus 
resources on areas of highest visitation and use.  During low lake periods, beaches become 
wider and wind has more beach to blow across, picking up sand and carrying it from the active 
beachfront. In some areas, plant species have since become established in the areas that were 
once raked.  Evaluation of re-established vegetation and potential values should occur to inform 
future management needs.  
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Special Events 

 Special events require additional garbage collection, facility repairs on occasion, additional 
mechanical beach raking and application of the BeachTech, a mechanical device to ‘sift and 
soften’ the beach sand prior to special events. Application of the BeachTech takes time and slows 
down the maintenance process so it is used sparingly. Post event requirements include beach 
inspection for hazards and additional mechanical beach raking to level the beach and prepare it 
for general recreational use. 
 

Staffing Resources and Schedules 

 Wasaga Beach Provincial Park has a maintenance team that consists of maintenance foremen, 
manual workers, maintenance students, and Summer Employment Opportunity (SEO) positions. 
Staff  have overlapping contract start and end dates depending on the function of the position. 
Generally there are minimal staffing levels during the shoulder seasons and higher staffing levels 
during peak season. 

 Park maintenance positions are scheduled according to early and late shifts with a greater 
number of staff scheduled on weekends during peak season to address the pressures during 
times of highest visitation.  Beach cleaning and raking must be completed early in the morning 
prior to peak visitation; additional clean-up may be required late in the day. If beach visitation 
levels are high on any particular day, it may not be possible to access the beachfront with 
vehicles or heavy equipment due to public safety concerns. 

 In addition to beach maintenance, park staff perform a number of other duties including waste 
removal, grass cutting and maintenance and repair of roads and park infrastructure.  These 
responsibilities are essential to provincial park operations and must be balanced with beach 
maintenance requirements. 
 

Equipment Availability and Condition 

 Beach maintenance equipment consists of tractors, York rakes (2.5 metres wide), a BeachTech, 
UTVs used mainly for transport and garbage, side loading Garbage Packers, dump trucks, and a 
front end loader. Additional beach and vegetation management mechanical tools include 
chainsaws, pole saws, bush saws, lawnmowers, ride along mower, two pick-up trucks, 
maintenance van, cultivator and agricultural disking system.  

 As there are few redundancies with this equipment, any mechanical failures or repairs will mean 
that the equipment is unavailable which will in turn impact maintenance activities. 

 Beach composition can present a restriction to the use of beach maintenance equipment. 
Sections of beach west of Beach Area 6 have a predominance of rocks and boulders which 
impact the area of beach available for mechanical beach raking and grading; sections of Beach 
Area 6 and Allenwood are very wet and soft and access by heavy equipment is limited; sand 
dunes are inaccessible by equipment and are out of scope for mechanical beach raking because 
of their ecological significance. 

 

Detritus 

 Detritus or ”black muck” is a naturally occurring organic material carried by wind and currents 
from Nottawasaga Bay and deposited along the Wasaga Beach shoreline. The source of this 
material is from the many watercourses and rivers that flow into the bay. The 1978 Master Plan 
refers to detritus and confirms that it is composed of natural materials. Although it may be 
unsightly to wade through, it is not considered to be a source of pollution or health hazard. 
Studies have found deposits of muck buried in raised beaches that clearly indicate that this 
deposition process has occurred at Wasaga Beach over at least the past 3000 years. Over the 
past ten years MNRF undertook updated laboratory testing and confirmed that the material is 
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non-toxic and primarily consisting of leaf and other natural debris from wetlands and river bottoms 
– a major source for the material tested was from the Minesing Wetland further upstream on the 
Nottawasaga River.  

 The presence of detritus is unpredictable and may occur at any of the beach areas within the 
provincial park. The material can be up to 2 feet in depth and occur as a liquid/solid mass 
intermittently along the shoreline. The appearance of detritus along the shoreline results in an 
increased volume of complaints to the park.  When this occurs during the peak operating season, 
it is necessary for park maintenance staff to concentrate on its removal and treatment as a priority 
where and when this is possible, often affecting maintenance activities in other areas of the park. 

 Detritus supports invertebrate communities and is used by Piping Plovers and other shorebirds 
for foraging. No debris or detritus collecting occurs in protected Piping Plover habitat with the 
exception of hand litter picking and hazard removal. 

 Detritus removal requires onshore winds to drive the black muck as far up onto the beach as 
possible followed by an offshore wind which results in the Nottawasaga Bay water being pushed 
towards the north leaving the detritus high on the beachfront. Once this occurs, tractors are used 
to mound the detritus and minimal sand in the centre of the beach for drying. The water is allowed 
to drain from the mound for a least a few hours or for up to a day, after which the detritus is then 
transported by tractor to the foredunes associated with provincial park areas. 
 

Weather and Recreation  

 Weather will influence maintenance activities at Wasaga Beach as follows: 
o Warm temperatures and sunshine will increase the level of recreational activity on the 

beach. 
o Strong onshore and offshore winds will result in either a draw-down or push-up of the 

edge of the lake further down or up the beach resulting in a larger beach in the former 
situation or a smaller beach in the latter. 

o High rainfall and generally wet weather will limit the ability to rake beachfront areas and 
may divert maintenance efforts toward addressing erosion sites either along the 
beachfront, particularly at the 16 municipal storm water outlets, or within park areas 
where they may present public safety concerns around park roads and parking lots. 

o Severe weather and wind shear may result in hazard trees and other public safety issues 
that may divert maintenance staff to address situations including removing blown sand 
from roadways and parking lots. 

 Recreational Activities will impact decisions on maintaining the beachfront as follows: 
o High density of recreational users on the beach will inhibit safe access to beachfront 

areas by maintenance staff operating motorized vehicles. If the weather is good, areas of 
the beachfront will be inaccessible to maintenance vehicles after 10:00 AM effectively 
restricting maintenance activities in that location until the following morning.  

o High parking lot occupancy will restrict access for waste management; staff may also be 
required to assist with public parking in order to keep municipal roadways as clear as 
possible of any backlog of park visitors waiting to enter a beach area.  

o Congested municipal roads will limit park vehicle movement across the municipality 
increasing the amount of time required to travel from one park area to the next. 
Maintenance duties may be limited as a result of traffic congestion and, in some 
instances, maintenance staff may be required to assist transporting other park staff 
between locations.  In these instances, alternate vehicles (ATV/UTV) will be deployed 
along the beachfront where possible.  
 

Beach Stewardship, Invasive Species Management and Piping Plover Projects  

 At specific times of the summer season, maintenance staff resources will be diverted towards 
supporting beach stewardship, invasive species management and Piping Plover projects 
including: 
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o Manually cutting and removing Phragmites australis subsp. australis (Phragmites) to a 
landfill in preparation for fall herbicide treatments by a certified herbicide 
exterminator/applicator or to inhibit the growth of specific colonies. 

o Supporting herbicide applications by a certified herbicide exterminator to treat poison ivy 
based on a health and safety risk assessment by management. 

o Installing Piping Plover signage and snow fencing as required. 
o Supporting the restoration of dune habitat especially installing fencing to protect these 

fragile areas. 
o Removing garbage bags of Phragmites and other debris from volunteer events 

associated with beach stewardship or Great Lakes Clean-up activities. 
 

Blue Flag and Accessibility Pathways 

 Blue Flag designation, which is confirmed on an annual basis, applies to Beach Areas 1, 2, and 5 
and requires the installation of Blue Flags and associated signage and equipment. 

 Accessibility pathways are located at Beach Areas 2 and 5 and require annual installation, 
ongoing maintenance and cleaning, and annual removal and storage. 

 Blue Flag signage and flags as well as accessibility pathways are installed in the spring and 
removed in the fall. Ongoing maintenance and repairs are required throughout the season. 
 

Municipal Storm Water Outlets 

 There are 16 municipal storm water outlets that provide drainage to sections of the municipality 
particularly in the west end of Wasaga Beach.  Wasaga Beach Provincial Park has historically 
maintained these outlets including ensuring the drains remain clear and repairing washouts 
associated with increased water flow. .  

 Typically the outlets are characterized by very wet beach areas conducive to beach vegetation 
growth and particularly to large colonies of Phragmites. The outlets are also typically rich with 
organic materials which present public health and beach vegetation growth issues.  

 Park staff are actively engaged in discussions with the Town of Wasaga Beach and the Ministry 
of Environment and Climate Change to review best management practices and to develop a 
partnership around the long-term management of these outlets.  

 In specific circumstances the municipality has agreed to clean out these outlets. 
 

Work Permits 

 A revitalized work permit process was introduced in 2015 to permit private property owners to 
remove vegetation from areas of the beach in front of their property. 

 Species at Risk habitat and sand dune formations are out of scope and vegetation removal from 
these areas will not be authorized. 

 Once a work permit is issued vegetation removal completed by the landowner at their expense. 
 

Piping Plover 

 Piping Plover and its habitat are protected under the federal Species at Risk Act (SARA) as well 
as the provincial Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA). These statutes also protect the areas 
plovers require to carry out their life processes including breeding, nesting, feeding, foraging and 
areas required for rearing their young.  

 Protected habitat areas may incorporate large sections of beach (e.g., up to 1 km around the 
nest). The ESA protects habitat by prohibiting activities that would damage or destroy the 
features and functions present in that area. 
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 Piping Plover are known to be present in Beach Area 1, Allenwood and New Wasaga, however, it 
is important to be aware of the specific beach maintenance practices to apply in the event the 
Piping Plover occurs in any of the other beach areas.  The following approaches will apply to any 
beach area where the Piping Plover is present: 

o Garbage Collection - Piping Plover habitat areas are subject to special garbage 
receptacle location and management considerations. 

o Mechanical Raking and Grading Beach - No beach raking, grading or other activities that 
would damage the habitat of Piping Plover are permitted to take place in the protected 
habitat with the exception of hand litter picking and hazard removal. 

o Debris and Detritus removal on Beach - No debris or detritus collecting occurs in the 
protected Piping Plover habitat with the exception of hand litter picking and hazard 
removal. 

o Snow Fencing - Defined Piping Plover area when there are established nests. Related to 
Piping Plover nest protection devices and symbolic fencing to protect nests and chicks 
from predation and human disturbance (i.e., recreational activities and domestic animals). 
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Beach Area 1 

Activity Service 
Activity 

Additional Notes 

Piping Plover Habitat 
Considerations/Other 
Restrictions 

√ See section on Piping Plover and apply accordingly. 

Mechanical Raking and Grading 
Beach 

√  Shoulder season raking frequency is once per week.  

 Peak season raking frequency is once per day adjacent 
to Beach Drive. 

 
The area from Spruce Street eastwards to the mouth of 
the Nottawasaga River including the point is designated 
Piping Plover habitat and is not subject to any raking and 
maintained in a natural state.  
The remainder of the beachfront is raked from the 
waterline to the curb along Beach Drive given that this is 
an intensively used recreational area. 

Garbage Collection √  

Litter Picking on Beach √  

Debris and Detritus removal on 
Beach 

√ No debris or detritus collecting occurs in the protected 
Piping Plover habitat with the exception of hand litter 
picking and hazard removal.  

Grass Cutting (in adjacent park 
area) 

√ Once per week during peak season. 

Parking Lot Maintenance √  

Washroom √ 3 comfort stations 

Bathing Water Quality Testing √  

Playground x  

Non- park Beach Access Points √  

Accessibility Walkways/ 
Boardwalk 

√  

Snow Fencing √ Snow fencing is used to facilitate dune formation and 
sand deposition, but also restrict access to sensitive 
Marram grass dune restoration sites. 

Dunes √ Restricts area of beach available for raking and may 
require maintenance measures (e.g., installation of 
fencing, educational signs, etc.) to protect and/or stabilize 
dunes.  

Invasive Species  Management √ Phragmites herbicide application site at Point;  

Washouts & Erosion Sites √ Primarily along Beach Drive and municipal Spruce Street 
parking lot 

Daily Inspections √  

Waterfront Safety and 
Enforcement 

√  

Stormwater and/or Creek Outlet 
Management 

√ Mouth of Nottawasaga River. Primarily along Beach Drive 
and municipal Spruce Street parking lot 

Blue Flag Lifesaving Stations √  

Special Events √ Target area of large and highest number of externally 
organized special events 

Dog Beach x Moved to Beach Area 3 in 2011 

Designated Swimming Area 
(DSA) or Multi-use Zone (MUZ) 

DSA & 
MUZ 

DSA located adjacent to Beach Drive  where highest 
concentration of swimmers are located 

Other √ Boat launch, riverfront 
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Beach Area 2 

Activity Service 
Activity 

Additional Notes 

Piping Plover Habitat 
Considerations/Other 
Restrictions 

x  

Mechanical Raking and Grading 
Beach 

√  Shoulder season raking frequency is once per week 

 Peak season raking frequency is once per day. 
 
Raking consists of two passes of the tractor adjacent to 
the waterline during high water cycles and up to four 
passes during low water cycles.  
 
Areas with Marram grass dune formations and other 
beach vegetation types are not subject to raking.  
 
Erosion sites at street ends are monitored for repairs after 
rain events.  
 
The area from 3rd Street to the western end of the Beach 
2 park area adjacent to 12th Street is subject to more 
intensive raking from the waterline to the boardwalk due 
to the higher concentration of beach users in this area. 

Garbage Collection √  

Litter Picking on Beach √  

Debris and Detritus removal on 
Beach 

√  

Grass Cutting (in adjacent park 
area) 

√ Once per week during peak season 

Parking Lot Maintenance √  

Washroom √ 2 comfort stations 

Bathing Water Quality Testing √  

Playground √  

Non-park Beach Access Points √ Road ends, municipal picnic area, and adjacent private 
property 

Accessibility Walkways/ 
Boardwalk 

√ Accessibility pathway (Mobi-mat) adjacent to 3rd Street 
and pedestrian/bike path 

Snow Fencing √ Dune restoration site where Marram grass is typically the 
dominant stabilizing plant. 

Dunes √ Some of the highest quality Marram dunes are located 
here; restricts area of beach available for mechanical 
beach raking. Stabilization methods (e.g., installation of 
fencing) or awareness efforts (e.g., educational signs) 
may be required. 

Invasive Species  Management √ Dispersed colonies of phragmites 

Washouts & Erosion Sites x  

Daily Inspections √  

Waterfront Safety and 
Enforcement 

√  

Stormwater and/or Creek Outlet 
Management 

x  

Blue Flag Lifesaving Stations √  

Special Events √ Typically limited to east end of beach area adjacent to 
Beach Area 1; municipal beach volleyball posts  
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Dog Beach x  

Designated Swimming Area 
(DSA) or Multi-use Zone (MUZ) 

MUZ  

Other   
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Beach Area 3 

Activity Service 
Activity 

Additional Notes 

Piping Plover Habitat 
Considerations/Other 
Restrictions 

x  

Mechanical Raking and Grading 
Beach 

√  Shoulder season raking frequency is once per week 

 Peak season raking frequency is once per day. 
 
Raking from 16th Street to 19th Street consists of two 
passes of the tractor adjacent to the waterline during high 
water periods and up to four passes during low water 
periods. This area is primarily adjacent to private 
beachfront properties and experiences a lower density of 
beach users overall.  
 
The area from 19th Street to 22nd Street is fully raked from 
the waterline to the foredunes in order to accommodate a 
higher density of beach users including dog beach.  
 
From 22nd Street to 23rd Street raking consists of two 
passes of the tractor adjacent to the waterline during high 
water periods and up to four passes during low water 
periods. 

Garbage Collection √  

Litter Picking on Beach √  

Debris and Detritus removal on 
Beach 

√  

Grass Cutting (in adjacent park 
area) 

√ Once per week during peak season. 

Parking Lot Maintenance √  

Washroom √ 1 comfort station 

Bathing Water Quality Testing √  

Playground x  

Non- park Beach Access Points √ Several street ends and adjacent private property 

Accessibility Walkways/ 
Boardwalk 

x  

Snow Fencing √ Snow fencing used to delineate boundary of dog beach 

Dunes √  

Invasive Species  Management √  

Washouts & Erosion Sites √ Associated with stormwater outlet, street ends and 
vehicle access ramp 

Daily Inspections √  

Waterfront Safety and 
Enforcement 

√  

Stormwater and/or Creek Outlet 
Management 

√  

Blue Flag Lifesaving Stations x  

Special Events x  

Dog Beach √ Adjacent to east end of Beach Area 3 parking lots 

Designated Swimming Area 
(DSA) or Multi-use Zone (MUZ) 

MUZ  

Other √ Park Office, Maintenance Yard, Vehicle access ramp 
located at this beach area 
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Beach Area 4 

Activity Service 
Activity 

Additional Notes 

Piping Plover Habitat 
Considerations/Other 
Restrictions 

x  

Mechanical Raking and Grading 
Beach 

√  Shoulder season raking frequency is once per week  

 Peak season raking frequency is once per day. 
 
Raking from 23rdth to approximately 24th Street consists 
of two passes of the tractor adjacent to the waterline 
during high water periods and up to four passes during 
low water periods.  
 
The area from 24th Street to 27th Street is fully raked from 
the waterline to the foredunes in order to accommodate a 
higher density of beach users accessing this beach area.  
 
From 27th Street to 30th Street raking consists of two 
passes of the tractor adjacent to the waterline during high 
water periods and up to four passes during low water 
periods. 

Garbage Collection √  

Litter Picking on Beach √  

Debris and Detritus removal on 
Beach 

√  

Grass Cutting (in adjacent park 
area) 

√ Once per week during peak operating season 

Parking Lot Maintenance √  

Washroom √ 1 comfort station 

Bathing Water Quality Testing √  

Playground √  

Non-park Beach Access Points √ Road ends and adjacent private property 

Accessibility Walkways/ 
Boardwalk 

√ Pedestrian/bike path 

Snow Fencing x  

Dunes x  

Invasive Species Management √  

Washouts & Erosion Sites √ Stormwater outlet, street ends 

Daily Inspections √  

Waterfront Safety and 
Enforcement 

√  

Stormwater and/or Creek Outlet 
Management 

√  

Blue Flag Lifesaving Stations x  

Special Events √ Beach weddings, Palaver Festival 

Dog Beach x  

Designated Swimming Area 
(DSA) or Multi-use Zone (MUZ) 

MUZ  

Other   
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Beach Area 5  

Activity Service 
Activity 

Additional Notes 

Piping Plover Habitat 
Considerations/Other 
Restrictions 

x  

Mechanical Raking and Grading 
Beach 

√  Shoulder season raking frequency is once per week 

 Peak season raking frequency is once per day. 
 
The beach from 30th Street to approximately Sunnidale 
Road is fully raked from the waterline to the foredunes in 
order to accommodate a higher density of beach users 
accessing this beach area.  
 
Raking from Sunnidale Road to 45th Street consists of 
two passes of the tractor adjacent to the waterline during 
high water periods and up to four passes during low 
water periods.  

Garbage Collection √  

Litter Picking on Beach √  

Debris and Detritus removal on 
Beach 

√  

Grass Cutting (in adjacent park 
area) 

√ Once per week during peak season 

Parking Lot Maintenance √  

Washroom √ 2 comfort stations 

Bathing Water Quality Testing √  

Playground √  

Non-park Beach Access Points √ Adjacent private property and street ends 

Accessibility Walkways/ 
Boardwalk 

√ Mobi-mat located adjacent to parking lot 

Snow Fencing x  

Dunes √  

Invasive Species  Management √ Large colony of phragmites associated with stormwater 
drains 

Washouts & Erosion Sites √ Associated with stormwater drains 

Daily Inspections √  

Waterfront Safety and 
Enforcement 

√  

Stormwater and/or Creek Outlet 
Management 

√  

Blue Flag Lifesaving Stations √  

Special Events √ Some charity events are held in this beach area 

Dog Beach x  

Designated Swimming Area 
(DSA) or Multi-use Zone (MUZ) 

MUZ  

Other √ Kiteboard Launch Zone 
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Beach Area 6 

Activity Service 
Activity 

Additional Notes 

Piping Plover Habitat 
Considerations/Other 
Restrictions 

x  

Mechanical Raking and Grading 
Beach 

√  Shoulder season raking frequency is once per week 

 Peak season raking frequency is once per day. 
 
Restricted by rocks and wet meadow in some areas. 
Mechanical raking does not occur in areas of disputed 
beach ownership. 
 
Raking from 45th Street to 48th Street consists of two 
passes of the tractor adjacent to the waterline during 
high water periods and up to four passes during low 
water periods. Vegetated dunes in this section of beach 
are left as buffers for private property.  
 
Raking from 48th Street to 50th Street is from the 
waterline to the foredune in order to accommodate a 
higher density of beach visitors in this area. 
  
Raking from 50th Street to 57th Street consists of two 
passes of the tractor adjacent to the waterline during 
high water periods and up to four passes during low 
water periods.  
 
Raking from 57th Street to 60th Street the beach is from 
the waterline to the foredune in order to accommodate a 
higher density of beach visitors accessing the beach 
from adjacent neighbourhoods both south and north of 
Mosley Street.  
 
From 60th Street to approximately 68th Street, the 
beachfront becomes a complex combination of 
vegetated dunes, meadow marshes, access trails, 
boulder/sand beach, as well as intermittent open beach 
areas. Given the dynamic nature of this beach area, Park 
staff will continue to rake areas where there is open 
beach based on a risk assessment of constraints 
including boulders that may damage equipment and 
significant meadow marsh areas. 

Garbage Collection √  

Litter Picking on Beach √  

Debris and Detritus control on 
Beach 

√  

Grass Cutting (in adjacent park 
area) 

√ Once per week during peak season 

Parking Lot Maintenance √  

Washroom √ 1 comfort station 

Bathing Water Quality Testing √  

Playground x  
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Beach Access Points √ Associated with street ends and adjacent private 
property 

Accessibility Walkways/ 
Boardwalk 

x  

Snow Fencing X  

Dunes √  

Phragmites Management √ Area of most significant phragmites – wetter beach 

Washouts & Erosion Sites √ Stormwater outlets and street ends 

Daily Inspections √  

Waterfront Safety and 
Enforcement 

√  

Stormwater and/or Creek Outlet 
Management 

√  

Blue Flag Lifesaving Stations x  

Special Events √  

Dog Beach x  

Designated Swimming Area 
(DSA) or Multi-use Zone (MUZ) 

MUZ  

Other  Beach Area 6 remains popular for kiteboarding however 
there is no official launch zone 
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Allenwood Beach 

Activity Service 
Activity 

Additional Notes 

Piping Plover Habitat 
Considerations/Other 
Restrictions 

√ See section on Piping Plover and apply accordingly. 
West end of Allenwood Beach identified as critical PIPL 
Piping Plover habitat 

Mechanical Raking and Grading 
Beach 

√  Shoulder and peak season raking frequency is at 
least once per week but may be increased depending 
on other factors (e.g., availability of equipment, staff, 
etc.)  

 
There are two watercourses that cross Allenwood Beach 
that provide useful reference points. One (southwest) is 
close to the boundary between New Wasaga and 
Allenwood. The second is in northeast section of the 
beach adjacent to where Eastdale Drive enters the park. 
In between these two outlets where there isn't 
designated Piping Plover habitat, the beachfront is raked 
in a series of passes of the tractor adjacent to the 
water/sand interface at least once per week but may be 
increased depending on other factors (e.g., availability of 
equipment, staff, etc.).  
 
During high water levels park staff will be able to make at 
least two passes; during lower water levels park staff will 
apply as much as four passes.  
 
Areas with Marram grass dune formations and other 
beach vegetation types are not subject to raking.  
 
Park staff will support addressing hazards, dead wildlife, 
and garbage issues past the northeast watercourse. This 
area is not currently raked given known land title issues 
at this location. 

Garbage Collection √  

Litter Picking on Beach √  

Debris and Detritus removal on 
Beach 

√  

Grass Cutting (in adjacent park 
area) 

√ Once per week focused around vault privies and parking 
areas as required 

Parking Lot Maintenance √ Sand parking lot 

Washroom √ 2 vault privies 

Bathing Water Quality Testing √  

Playground x  

Non-park Beach Access Points √ Adjacent private properties and road ends 

Accessibility Walkways x  

Boardwalk x  

Snow Fencing x  

Dunes √ Large Marram dunes 

Invasive Species Management √  

Washouts & Erosion Sites √ Creek crosses beach 

Daily Inspections √  

Waterfront Safety and 
Enforcement 

√  
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Stormwater and/or Creek Outlet 
Management 

√  

Blue Flag Lifesaving Stations x  

Special Events √  

Dog Beach x  

Designated Swimming Area 
(DSA) or Multi-use Zone (MUZ) 

MUZ  

Other √ Kiteboard Launch Zone 
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New Wasaga Beach 

Activity Service 
Activity 

Additional Notes 

Piping Plover Habitat 
Considerations/Other 
Restrictions 

√ See section on Piping Plover and apply accordingly. 
Over 1 kilometre beach length area identified to date as 
critical Piping Plover habitat. 

Mechanical Raking and Grading 
Beach 

√ All of the New Wasaga Beach area is currently identified 
as designated Piping Plover nesting habitat therefore 
there is no raking along the beach and is maintained in a 
natural state.  

Garbage Collection √  

Litter Picking on Beach √  

Debris and Detritus removal on 
Beach 

√ No debris or detritus collecting occurs in protected 
habitat with the exception of hand litter picking and 
hazard removal. 

Grass Cutting (in adjacent park 
area) 

√ Once per week focused around vault privies and parking 
areas as required 

Parking Lot Maintenance √  

Washroom √ 2 vault privies at this location 

Bathing Water Quality Testing √  

Playground x  

Non-park Beach Access Points √ Road ends and adjacent private property 

Accessibility Walkways x  

Boardwalk x  

Snow Fencing √  

Dunes √ Some large Marram dunes  

Invasive Species  Management √  

Washouts & Erosion Sites √  

Daily Inspections √  

Waterfront Safety and 
Enforcement 

√  

Stormwater and/or Creek Outlet 
Management 

√ Creek crossing beach 
 

Blue Flag Lifesaving Stations x  

Special Events √  

Dog Beach x  

Designated Swimming Area 
(DSA) or Multi-use Zone (MUZ) 

MUZ  

Other   
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