
February 9th, 2017 

Re: Proposed Beach Management Secondary Plan -  Wasaga Beach Provincial Park 

 

The Wasaga West Beach Association 

www.wasagawestbeachassociation.wordpress.com  

The WWBA represents thousands of beach users as evidenced by our petitioning whereby we have 

collected signatures, phone numbers and e-mail addresses of the many thousands of stakeholders who 

are concerned for the future of our beach. These individuals include regular visitors to the beach, local 

residents and property owners. As an association we represent the beach geography from 

approximately 50th Street to 67th Street. (The Western edge of beach 6 west to 67th Street). 

The WWBA wishes to acknowledge the efforts of Ontario Parks to maintain a great “Recreational Beach” 

with the many challenges and opinions faced from all corners of interest. 

The recognition of Wasaga Beach as a place for recreation is paramount. This aspect has been at the 

heart of the community since people started flocking to the beach. This is why people are moving to 

Wasaga and steady growth is anticipated for the future which will create further pressure on beach use 

and expectations for its use. Beach recreation is at the forefront of the Town’s economy for the summer 

period. 

The WWBA also recognizes the need to balance both the recreational aspects with the ecological 

aspects to ensure sustainability for all. We wish to acknowledge Ontario Parks’ efforts to find this 

balance in the draft document provided on which we will comment. 

The WWBA maintains a strong core group of volunteers who perform regular Phragmites eradication 

under the direction of Ontario Parks. Eradication includes removal as well as seed head cutting activities.  

These activities are performed by volunteers trained by Ontario Parks’ personnel. WWBA will continue 

to work to expand our volunteer group and will look forward to continuing our efforts with the support 

of Ontario Parks and your related Beach Stewardship programs. 

 

Comments and Recommendations proposed by the Wasaga West Beach Association (WWBA) 

 

1. Section 3. defines the dates and seasons associated with Park Operations/Management. The 

WWBA would like to recommend a change in the date definitions for Peak and Shoulder 

Seasons. 

The long weekend in May is now regarded as the official start of summer for most beach users. 

Climate change has also cooperated in this regard the last several years and likely will for the 

next many years. The increased numbers of beach users during these time periods also reflects 

this shift. This is in part due to the increased numbers of permanent residents resulting in more 

use and increased activities. 

http://www.wasagawestbeachassociation.wordpress.com/


We recommend that the May long weekend and the weekends post the long weekend be 

included in your definition of Peak Season. This relates directly to the frequency and timeframes 

in which beach raking and beach cleanup take place. The weekdays need not be included as 

beach traffic is minimal during these periods. 

 

2. Section 3.2 describes the topic of Sand Management. The WWBA proposes changes to the sand 

management practices which allows for redistribution of sand within the beach based on the 

Park Superintendent’s discretion. The ability to move sand within the beach areas to create 

passable terrain for use by Ontario Parks’ vehicles and beach users alike is key to good beach 

management practices and smooth operations. An example is the wide path created between 

61st Street and 65th Street to enable Ontario Park’s vehicles to pass without damage to sensitive 

beach areas. 

 

Also, given replenishment of sand could be important to the future of the beach, it is 

recommended that Ontario Parks begin investigating options and test sites for sand renewal. To 

simply state that importing or relocating sand will not be allowed does not recognize the 

potential future needs and benefits of this activity for the benefit of beach users and beach 

sustainability. 

 

3. In Section 3.5 there is discussion regarding wetlands. A distinction should be drawn between 

areas that are naturally occurring wetlands and those areas that have become de facto basins of 

trapped water as a result of accumulation of sand. As an example the area between 61st Street 

and 65th Street, there is a considerable area which is wet with large amounts of vegetation 

similar to the adjacent dry land vegetation and not wetland vegetation. This is one of several 

beach areas which have significant swale sections to the extent where water becomes trapped 

and creates breeding grounds for mosquitoes and in the past has become so deep with water 

that dangerous conditions within the beach exist for walkers, specifically children. Not only can 

these areas be dangerous for users but they also create the perfect breeding grounds for 

invasive species such as phragmites. 

 

The WWBA recommends that Ontario Parks take actions to allow drainage from these areas 

back into the bay. This has been done in the past by trenching with Ontario Parks’ equipment. 

This process should continue until alternate remedies are available. 

 

4. Section 3.1 describes the process of mechanical beach grooming or Beach Raking. Ontario Parks 

have done their best with outdated equipment to rake the beach. The WWBA  recommends that 

Ontario Parks acquire new technology and new equipment which will perform a better job of 

beach raking while leaving behind the sand which is important to the sustainability of the beach. 

 

The discussion of managing Detritus in 3.5.3 will also be positively affected if new technology 

and equipment were available to deal with Detritus collections during peak seasons. 

 

5. This comment relates to the topic of general Beach Stewardship which is not defined as a 

section within this document. The WWBA believes it is Ontario Parks responsibility to provide 



leadership and direction to all those stakeholders who can have impact both positively and 

negatively to the beach. 

 

The first part of Stewardship relates to those property owners who abut to the beach and can 

have direct effect to the beach conditions over time relating to vegetation and sand conditions. 

 

Dune Structures with vegetation are key to aiding in keeping sand on the beach areas. 

Properties which no longer have dune structures should be encouraged to either create new 

dune structures or at a minimum keep sizable vegetation growth in tact to stop sand from 

blowing off the beach. The larger issue here is that there should be an overseer to ensure dune 

structures are maintained both on Park Property and Private property.  

 

The next issue is the type of vegetation grown next to the beach. Property owners with lawns of 

various grasses can have huge negative impact to the beach sustainability and should therefore 

be educated to the extent that they are aware of their impact and what they can do to create a 

positive result if they are willing.  

Realistically it would be unreasonable to expect property owners to undo years of negative 

beach impact created by them or conditions they inherited when they acquired the property. 

Ontario Parks can control what happens going forward and or have a significant impact on how 

these property owners affect the beach. This can only happen through outreach, education and 

enforcement. 

 

6. Waste Collection Management, section 3.4 should be rewritten to include Shoulder season 

waste collection which includes collection of hazardous goods, dead wildlife and fish as well as 

large object debris. The term reduced collection if defined is satisfactory but the ongoing 

process of inspecting the beach and dealing with unsatisfactory conditions along the beach 

should continue through the Shoulder Seasons. 

 

7. Section 3.3 Storm Water Drainage Outflow and Erosion Management 

 

What is missing from this section is the discussion surrounding filtration efforts and the Town’s 

responsibility to ensure proper methods are undertaken by them to ensure all forms of storm 

and drainage systems incorporate systems to ensure water is filtrated before flowing into the 

bay. Water quality is a direct relation to the efforts undertaken to manage this event and result. 

As more development occurs, this become even a greater issue. 

 


