
Figure 1: Adult Emerald Ash Borer 

Emerald Ash Borer Information 

Ash trees in Wasaga Beach and Craigleith provincial parks, and all 
across southern Ontario, are being impacted by Emerald Ash 

Borer (Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire). Ash trees that have been 

affected by this invasive insect have been cut down to reduce the 

risk of dead trees impacting campsites, buildings, roads and trails, 
or adjacent private property near the parks. Visitors to the parks
will certainly notice this change at Craigleith and Wasaga Beach 
provincial parks as many of the high priority mature, shade

providing Ash trees have been removed.

What is Emerald Ash Borer? 

Native to Asia, the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) (Figure 1) was first 

detected in Ontario near the Detroit-Windsor border in 2002. This invasive species has 

decimated millions of ash trees across southern Ontario, Michigan, and the surrounding 

states. The white larvae (Figure 2), which hatch from eggs laid beneath the bark, grow up to 3 

cm in length and feed on the ash trees, creating S-shaped tunnels or “galleries” under the bark 

(Figure 3). When the metallic green adults emerge in mid to late spring, they create small, D-

shaped exit holes (Figure 4) through the bark and feed on the leaves of ash trees. The galleries 

created by the EAB larvae cut off the supply of water and nutrients to the leaves and branches 

of the tree. This girdling effect reduces density of leaves, thins the crown of the tree, and 

eventually results in the death of the branches and the tree itself (Figure 5).     

What is being done about Emerald Ash Borer in Craigleith and Wasaga Beach provincial 
parks?

Throughout the year, park staff monitor the health of park trees.  As a result, there may be 

temporary campsite or trail closures to remove unhealthy trees that may pose a risk to public 

safety.  Dead or dying trees are assessed continually, and dead trees in public areas are 

removed expeditiously.       

Wasaga Beach and 
Craigleith

Why have so many trees been cut down in the two provincial parks?



How can I help? 

Please inform parks' staff of any trees that may require immediate attention.  Firewood is

also a major source that allows EAB to move from region to region.  To stop the spread of this 

invasive species please do not move firewood outside of the infected areas.  

For more information please contact the Wasaga Beach Provincial Park office at 
(705) 429-2516, or visit the Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s website at

www.inspection.gc.ca/pests 

Figure 2: The green coloured 

adult EAB next to the white 

larvae.

Figure 3: EAB larvae feed on 

ash trees, creating galleries 

under the bark.

Figure 4: When EAB adults 

emerge they create small D-

shaped exit holes. 

Figure 5: EAB has resulted in 

the death of millions of ash 

trees across Ontario. 
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